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rendered him independent of French aid, he would
have built up a Protestant empire that might have
changed the future of Germany, and would have
seemed to Richelieu more dangerous than the House
of Austria,

All this was altered by the death of Gustavus,
for there was no one to execute the great designs
that had been possible for his genius. As a result
of his victories, a large part of Germany had ranged
itself under his leadership, and Sweden was the head
of a loosely formed confederation to which France
furnished pecuniary aid. After Gustavus's death,
this combination of diverse interests was in peril of
dissolution, and Richelieu decided that France must
take more active part in the war, or the results that
had been attained would soon be lost, But a formal
declaration of war was still averted, and, for a while,
the French furnished assistance in money rather
than in men,

Gustavus was succeeded on the throne by his
young daughter Christina, and the command of the
Swedish army was assumed by Chancellor Oxen-
stierna, who held a position in Sweden as command-
ing as that of Richelieu in Francs. For a while
fortune favoured the allies notwithstanding the loss
of their leader, and the death of Gustavus was soon
followed by the murder of the imperial general.
The mystery of the intrigues in which the last
months of Wallenstcin's life were passed has never
been fully solved; his policy was controlled by
ambition, and lie deliberated long whether he could
better further his interests by loyalty or by treason,
